[image: image1.jpg]sTAL :
'I:SBL'C'TY PA
A:C:GARDINER L™ Agenls




[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Editor:
Alastair Nixon, 7 Bramblegate, Edgcumbe Park, Crowthorne, Berks, RG45 6JA.  Tel: +44 (0) 1344 775378

Email:
alastair@nixon48.freeserve.co.uk

Web site: http://www.meterfranking.co.uk
.
Meter of the Month

Peter Mantell has kindly sent this Roneo-Neopost ‘Frankmaster’ specimen from 1961 with the serial number RN-001.  The story surrounding this meter is given on page 7 of this issue. 

Meanwhile, your Editor has recently ‘re-discovered’ some early Frankopost slogans from within his collection.  Some examples, including one advertising the 1951 Festival of Britain exhibition are shown on pages 9 and 10 of this issue.  From 1950, Frankopost was the trade name used in the UK by Universal Postal Frankers Ltd., until they amalgamated with Pitney Bowes Ltd. in 1959.

Neopost – New Range of Online Franking Machines

It appears that Neopost has recently launched a new ‘e’ range of franking machines in the UK.  The ‘e’ range comprises IJ-70e, 80e, 90e and 110e franking machines that provide advanced access to the services provided within myneopost.  This is a new online service for Neopost customers who possess a fully comprehensive service contract.  Further details of myneopost are given on page 76-3.
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The IJ-70 is a new machine, not previously listed on the Neopost web site.  No details are available at this time – only a generic illustration showing the ‘e’ range franking machines.  

Meanwhile, a new sub-series ‘N124’ has this been found by Peter Mantell and David Aspinwall and your Editor.  In addition, Peter Mantell and Peter Wood report the appearance of the ‘N138’ sub-series.  

Following these discoveries, your Editor has made the assumption that the IJ-70e, 80e, 90e and 110e have the prefixes N124, N125, N135 and N138 respectively, and the table on page 76-2 has been updated accordingly.  It must be stated, however, that the mapping of the current Neopost prefixes to machines is unconfirmed at this stage.
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Latest Numbers

Below is a list of ‘Latest Numbers’ as at 25th Feb 2007 – with updates shown in red.  Please could I have next month’s updates by 28th March, thanks.

Frama
 (UK) 


Sensonic 2000
FSC 342173

05.12.06
See MN 74


Sensonic 2000?
FSC 906810

07.02.07
Reported by AN
Francotyp-Postalia


Optimail
T 401628


02.11.06
See MN 74


JetMail
FJ0710952

07.02.07
Reported by DA


Mymail
FM2504211

15.01.07
See MN 75

Ultimail 60
FU8001980

31.01.07
Reported by DA


Ultimail 90
FU9000618

27.09.06
Earlier Date (AN)
Neopost


IJ25
N1153695


17.01.07
See MN 75


IJ65, 75, 85?
N1208214


15.12.06
Reported by PW

IJ-70e?
N1240076


12.02.07
New (PM), see Note1

IJ-80e?
N1252126


23.02.07
Reported by PW

IJ40 / 50
N1316715


19.01.07
See MN 75


IJ-90e?
N1358747


13.02.07
Reported by PM

Prototype IJ-110e?
N1370001


03.11.06
See MN 73


IJ-110e?
N1380280


20.02.07
New (PM), see Note2
Pitney Bowes


Paragon
PBP84022

16.11.06
See MN 73


DM50, 55
PB004718


07.02.07
Reported by DA


DP200?
PB136052


23.11.06
See MN 73


DP400?
PB141353


11.12.06
See MN 74


Personal Post
PB273565


19.12.06
See MN 74


DM 200?
PB311199


14.11.06
See MN 74


DM 250?
PB325496


04.10.06
See MN 73


Personal Post
PB475221


22.01.07
See MN 75

DM 400 etc
PB510376


31.07.06
See MN 70


DM 400 etc
PB521846


19.01.07
Reported by PM


Post Perfect
PB762092


11.01.07
See MN 75


DM100
PB826176


19.02.07
Reported by PM
Note 1:  The earliest reported example is N1240039 dated 11.12.06 from your Editor.  Here is an illustration of this new sub-series, courtesy of David Aspinwall:
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Latest Numbers Continued

Note 2:  The earliest reported example is N1380180 dated 31.01.07 from Peter Wood.  Here is an illustration of this new sub-series, courtesy of Peter Mantell:
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The myneopost Online Service

Further to page 76-1, the UK Neopost web site provides details of the new myneopost online service to customer using their phone line. The meter franking equipment transmits data to Neopost which customers can then access via their web account.  Neopost can also transmit data, such as rate changes, directly onto the franking machine.  

The following facilities are available using this service for the IJ25, IJ40/50, IJ70, IJ80, IJ90 and IJ110 machines (except where indicated):

View your equipment

View equipment across multiple sites

Request an engineer

Credifon email alerts

Credifon statements

Order equipment supplies

Create your own slogans

View purchase order history

Automatic rate change downloads

Automatic email warning when ink is low

Remote diagnostics

Automatic software updates

View franking machine activity by department or cost centre (not available on IJ25 series)

View franking machine activity by postal class

View franking machine activity by daily items and postal spend

Create graphs using the data

Export data into Excel

View online statements

Your Editor feels that, with all the on-line facilities available on modern equipment, the days when a franking machine was just a franking machine are long-gone!

Access Meters 1986-1992

Printed Postage Impressions (PPI) were first introduced in the UK in April 1965.  These PPIs did not have to be cancelled and were not dated.  Initially, large users such as Access used ordinary PPIs but customers complained about ‘no date’ in relation to interest charges.

To address this problem, in 1986, Access began to use franking machines to date their mail.  They used Pitney Bowes franking machines model 5342A (normally applying the prefix ‘PBT’) at their Southend-On-Sea office.  The prefixes used were APC (01 to 12) and ATF (01 to 08).  
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All items were applied using black ink and the character size of the serial numbers for both these series was very small - later examples are often unreadable.  Machine ATF 01 dated 11.5.88 is shown below (enlarged to enable the serial number to be read):
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Access Meters 1986-1992 Continued

Nearly all examples seen had 2nd class dies.  However, here is a rare example of a 1st class die from machine APC 02:
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Similarly, the Access office at Basildon used machines with prefixes AB (01-07) and DB (01‑05).  It is not known what types of machine were used at Basildon, but the frank dies were larger and had Roman numerals in the date die, see below:
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Access Meters 1986-1992 Continued

One thing worth noting is that the gap between the value die and the town die (on the APC machines at least) could vary considerably on each machine.  Your Editor is unable to provide an explanation for this.  The following shows an extreme example (both are from machine APC 04) with gaps of 8mm and 20mm respectively.
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                           8mm
20mm

The following table summaries all examples of Access meters (including the gap between the value die and the date die) known to your Editor:

:

Serial
E-Date
L-Date
Gap

Serial
E-Date
L-Date
Gap

APC 01
24.11.86
6.5.92
20-23mm

ATF 01
11.5.88

18mm

APC 02
2.8.88
13.2.89
10-23mm

ATF 02
?

18mm

APC 03




ATF 03




APC 04
10.11.87
30.4.91
8-20mm

ATF 04




APC 05
12.1.88
11.7.88
8-10mm

ATF 05




APC 06
10.3.88
7.11.88
9mm

ATF 06
3.6.88

18mm

APC 07
21.12.89

9-10mm

ATF 07




APC 08




ATF 08
23.8.88

11mm

APC 09
10.6.87
31.1.92
9mm






APC 10
29.9.88
3.10.88
11mm






APC 11









APC 12




AB 01
25.IX.87
22.XI.88
11-12mm






AB 02




DB 01
28.IV.92

9mm

AB 03




DB 02




AB 04




DB 03
15.IV.91

8mm

AB 05
8.III.90



DB 04
9.X.91

8mm

AB 06
6.II.90

unknown

DB 05
30.VI.92

7mm

AB 07




I would be pleased to hear from anyone who is able to add to this table, extend the dates or supply further information on these meter franks.

Neopost Frankmaster Specimen
Further to page 76-1, here is the full story about the Roneo-Neopost Frankmaster specimens, based on articles that appeared in the Meter Stamp Bulletins in 1961. The first example below is from your Editor and the second from Peter Mantell:
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Note that these are not early examples of the Model 505.  The 505 used the prefix ‘RN’ but it did not appear on the market until 1968 and only existed with the decimal Design ‘H’, whereas the specimen examples shown here have design ‘F’ (Emblems).

By the early 1960s, Roneo-Neopost only had two machines on the market, namely the long-running hand-operated LV machine and the ‘Frankmaster’ - first introduced in 1954 and later to be known as ‘Model 305’.  At the Business Efficiency Exhibitions in October 1960 and October 1961, the company had on display examples of both types of machine.  At the 1960 Exhibition, an electronic version of the Frankmaster (Model 195E) was exhibited for the first time, the standard hand-operated version (Model 180H) also being on show.

The electronic and manual versions both produced examples bearing the serial number ‘RN‑001’.  It cannot be stated with certainty, but your Editor feels that the first example above was probably from the hand-operated machine, whereas the second probably came from the electronic version because of the clarity of strike.

Correction

John Fowler kindly points out that the 14-sided ‘Orange’ item shown on page 75-5 never went through a sorting machine – as it is an unaddressed ‘Household Delivery Mail’ item. 

Such items are counted into batches for each individual walk, and a sticky label applied to the top item in the bundle.  My thanks go to John for providing this information.

Thematic Slogans

Here are some interesting thematic slogans on the topic of ‘food’.  The first one, thanks to Peter Mantell, depicts a quaint old cottage:
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Here are two from your Editor - also on the topic of ‘food’:
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Note the unusual mini die “NOT A CIRCULAR” on this one:
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And one from the past - a nice aircraft thematic from your Editor’s collection:
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Thematic Slogans from the Past 

From your Editor, here is a selection of Universal Postal Frankers (UPF) slogans from multi-value machines – with serial numbers UA 49, UA 59 and UA 63.  They are from the era when the company traded under the name of ‘Frankopost Ltd.’.  

Note the different value styles in the first and second examples and also the size of the figures ‘49’ and ‘59’:
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Thematic Slogans from the Past Continued

Here are some more.  Your Editor also has examples from machine UA 63 with slogans similar to the second and third examples on the previous page, and the first example below:





- - - End - - -
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