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Meter of the Month

There are probably some people in the world (my wife included), who will fail to appreciate
how I can get excited about what amounts to a block of solid red ink on an envelope!

Peter Mantell has kindly passed to me this unusual item which could be some kind of new
test print or may simply be the result of a printer malfunction.

The block of ink has been covered over by the user with a normal frank applied on a label
(partially peeled back in the illustration above). The block measures 26mm in height and is
at least 115mm long and may well equate to the print area of a normal frank produced by
this DM100i machine, PB820699. The full image is shown below:

This is, perhaps, not quite as interesting as the new Pitney Bowes test print that was
illustrated on page 131-8, but nevertheless | would ask that you report anything similar -
or any test prints for that matter.

Membership

This month we welcome Derek Carr as member No. 0036. Derek became interested in
meter-franked mail received at his workplace and has kindly reported some rarely seen
BFPO meters this month — see page 133-5.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘Latest Numbers’ as at the end of November 2011 — with updates
shown in red. Please could | have the next reports by 29th December, thanks.

Frama (UK)
Matrix F2, F4, F6 F1001516 04.11.11 Reported by PM
Francotyp-Postalia
Optimail T402913 02.06.11 See MN 129
Optimail 25/35 F04113708 30.11.11 Reported by AG
Centormail 240/300 FC5110531 30.09.11 Reported by RR
MyMail / PostagePro FM2651775 16.09.11 Reported by PM
Ultimail FU3116329 04.11.11 Reported by PM
Neopost
1S-330 N1051791 22.09.11 See MN 132
1S-350 N1179930 18.10.11 Reported by PM
1J-65 N1208320 18.03.11 See MN 125
Various upgraded N1240607 21.10.11 See MN 132
1J-80/90/110 N1254425 12.10.11 See MN 132
Various upgraded N1290071 27.09.10 See MN 124
1J-35/45 N1318120 29.03.11 See MN 127
IS-460 (Ex 13-50) N1373543 25.02.11 See MN 128
IS-420 (Ex 13-30) N1385340 19.07.11 See MN 129
IS-440 (Ex 13-40) N1390501 26.05.11 See MN 132
1S-480 N3019780 07.11.11 Reported by PM
1S-240 /1S-280 N3303384 12.10.11 See MN 132
1S-5000/6000 N5001055 26.09.11 Reported by RR
Pitney Bowes
DM50, 55 PB082102 22.11.11 Reported by AN
DM 810, 900 etc. PB527547 16.09.11 See MN 132
Connect+ 1000 etc. PB551419 14.09.11 See MN 130
Connect+ 10FC etc. PB555771 28.09.11 See MN 130
DM 400, 450, 475 PB616502 26.10.11 Reported by AN
DM100i, 150i etc. PB861868 30.11.11 Reported by PM
Advanced Malil
AAEA-UZ N3019087 28.09.11 See MN 132
ABCE-GH PB555386 15.02.11 See MN 128 & 132
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Recent Interesting Items

Peter Mantell reports the first sighting of the use of blue ink on a Mymail / Postage Pro
machine, FM265 series. It comes from Eskdale School in Whitby, which is a
secondary middle school with just 317 pupils. Even with the relaxed rules introduced
by Royal Mail in May this year (see page 128-6), it seems unlikely that the school
would ever reach the minimum level of 500 items per day for an Advanced Mail
posting. Use of blue ink on this low-volume machine is therefore difficult to
understand.
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In July this year, on page 129-3, we illustrated our first example of a frank from the new
large-volume Neopost machine, N5001011. Since then, only three further reports have
surfaced. Peter Mantell reported N5001024 on page MN 131-2 that was omitted at the
time and which is now shown below. Note the small font size in the town die compared
with the one illustrated on page 129-3.
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Robert Rowe also reports N5001055 this month (see page 133-2). The fourth report is from
your editor from machine N5001019, and is shown below. This item, also in blue ink, bears
a return address of ‘OX5 2NX’ and is likely to be from the Thames Valley Police
Headquarters. Note that, like the item above, the town name ‘KIDLINGTON' is also in a
small font size.
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Recent Interesting Items Continued

On page 128-1, your editor reported a meter, N1358336, with a blank date in the town die.
This had a hand-written date of 04.01.11 and, at the time, it was assumed that this was
because the machine had been decommissioned and the remaining credit printed onto
envelopes or labels. Your editor reports that nearly 9 months on, this machine was still
going with a blank date in the town die. The conclusion, therefore, must be that the
machine has been permanently set in this mode in error — either from new or by a visiting
service engineer at some stage in its life.

Pitney Bowes Connect+ FC Coloured Slogan

Peter Mantell reports some new Pitney Bowes Connect+ franks making good use of colour
in their slogans. The first shown is an unusual but attractive design from Britax and depicts
some child car seats and pushchairs.
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Forces Meters
Derek Carr has kindly sent images of some seldom seen BFPO meters.

The first one, Neopost meter N1250443, has the town mark ‘BFPO RHEINDAHLEN 40'.
This meter has been over-stamped with ‘CERTIFIED OFFICIAL’ and also bears a date

stamp inscribed ‘BFPO 3198 — A'.
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Derek also sends two examples from Neopost meter N1204504, with a town die of
‘BFPO BIELEFELD 39'. The first one also bears a handstamp inscribed ‘CHURCH

HOUSE GERMANY - BFPO 15’

The second also bears a date stamp inscribed ‘BFPO 3180 — A'.
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Revenue Protection Handstamps

Your editor reports this 3-character code ‘MAP’ — being used at Liverpool.
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The following is a simplified list of the codes seen to date, mapped to Mail Centres. The list
is taken from information kindly provided by Patrick Awcock that he has compiled from

various sources -

including past issues of Meter News.

Code | Mail Centre Earliest _atest Notes

MAP Liverpool 06.12.06 | 04.05.11 | As shown above

MAX Hemel Hempstead 07.09.06

MBE | Wolverhampton 20.05.02 (NW Midlands)

MBH Exeter 23.12.03 | 02.05.08

MBI Plymouth 23.03.03 | --.10.02

MBJ Truro 25.05.11

MBL Greenford 14.11.06

MBM | Slough 10.12.03 Later transferred to Greenford?
MBM | Greenford 07.10.05 |04.12.06 | Transferred from Slough?
MBO | Dorset 04.10.02 | 02.10.07

MBV Nottingham 21.04.08 See MCE. Possibly Doncaster?
MBW | Ipswich 05.10.10

MBZ Peterborough 18.12.06

MCE Nottingham 29.04.05 See MBV. Possibly Doncaster?
MCH Mount Pleasant 17.06.05 | 29.07.08

MCK | Watford 05.09.06 | 15.04.10

MCL Romford 30.04.07 |30.11.10

MCM | Croydon 03.08.09

MCO | Gatwick 02.11.05 | 21.05.10

MCR | Dartford / Maidstone | --.07.06? | 01.12.06 | Which office is uncertain

MCS | Canterbury 07.06.05

MMA | Inverness 22.04.11 Inscription error for MAM?
MSA Swindon 16.04.09 | 08.07.10 | Inscription error for MAS?
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Historic Meter Items

Currently for sale on eBay at $480 is this rare Design B Specimen from 1927, meter serial
number ‘N 10°. The seller states that the item was a UPU distribution to the Portuguese
Ministry at the time. The cover is handstamped with the word ‘Espéoimen’.

Peter Mantell sends some attractive historic meter thematics from a collection that he has
recently acquired. More from this collection will be shown in future newsletters.
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Meter Thematics

Peter Mantell kindly supplies the meter thematics this month, which all depict animals.
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My Meter Thematic of the Month award goes to Peter Mantell for the child car seat design -
illustrated on page 133-4.
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