
Phase 5: 1975 – 1990 

2nd Generation sorting machinery 

 

This section covers the ‘2nd Generation’ sorting equipment, installed 

in Mechanised Letter Office (MLOs) right across the country between 

1975 and 1990.  

The following key developments took place during this period . . . . 

 

1975 ‘2nd Generation’ coding desks at Redhill MLO 

 

1975 The concept of the ‘Mechanised Letter Office’ (MLO) 

  



1975 – Second Generation Coding Desks 

‘Second Generation’ coding desks were first introduced at Redhill MLO 

in 1975.  These were colloquially known as ‘Easy View’ desks and 

were an improved version of the ‘First Generation’ desks. 

The desks were designed so that letters passed horizontally across 

the operator’s line of vision.  Several letters were in view at any one 

time, with a light indicating which item was next to be coded.  The 

speed at which they passed through was selectable by the coding 

desk operator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of a ‘Second Generation’ Coding Desk 

  



  



  



  



 


