Postcode Publicity — Postal Code Leaflets

In the 1960s a publicity campaign to advertise the coming of the
postcode began. Croydon was the first area to be allocated
postcodes after Norwich and this publicity leaflet was issued in 1966:
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Postcode Publicity Leaflet

Between 1968 and 1974, as postcodes were rolled out in each area, a
postcode publicity leaflet was issued by the Post Office and sent to
every household in the UK:

Note that the postcode symbol @ is made up of the letters ‘C’, ‘O’,
‘D’ and ‘E’, spelling the word "CODE’.

POSTCODE

Your Postcode will be an important part of your address

Source: The Post Office 1968



Postcode Publicity Leaflet
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And finally, LA is Kings Road.

The postcode is used to help
the sorting process at each
stage of a letter’s journey.

: 7 Qf The second part of the
gL _ ‘ postcode indicates the exact
: o & location. Figure 8 is the sector

Postcodes are really quite
simple.

Each code is just a simplified
address and each part of it
focuses on a progressively
smaller geographical area.

The United Kingdom is divided
into 120 areas, each being
identified by the first two letters
of the code.

For example, take the
postcode of Miss R. Black who
lives in Kempston just outside
Bedford in the Milton Keynes
postcode area. Her postcode
is MK42 8LA.

In the first part of the code, MK
represents the Milton Keynes
areaq.

To enable the various sorting
machines to “read” the
postcode, it is converted into
two rows of blue dots. The
bottom row of dots represents
the first part of a postcode and
the top row represents the
second part, '

Whenever you see the blue
dots on your letters, you know
they’ve been through one of the
most sophisticated mechanised
postal systems in the world.

Next, the figure 42
stands for the
district within the
Milton Keynes
area immediately
south of Bedford.

BUCKINGHAM

MK18

Source: The Post Office 1982



The National Postcode System explained

The creation of the national postcode system in the mid-1960s (and
which is now in common use in our everyday lives) has been the vital
link for the successful introduction of postal mechanisation over the
last 50 years.

The national system is of the form ‘RG45 6JA’ and comprises the
following five separate elements:

1) A two-letter identifier allocated to each of the 121 geographic
postcode areas across the country (e.g. ‘RG’ for Reading or ‘MK’
for Milton Keynes). Some large cities are allocated a single
letter identifier — e.g. ‘L’ for Liverpool or ‘S’ for Sheffield.

2) A number (in the range 0 - 99) to identify the district within the
main postcode area.

3) A space separator.

4) A number (in the range 0 — 9) that identifies the sector within the
postcode district.

5) A two-letter code that identifies the street within that sector.
Residential houses in the same street share the same postcode
but large businesses are given their own unique postcode. Note
that only 20 letters of the alphabet are used in the street code —
the letters ‘C’, ‘I’, ‘K’, ‘M’, ‘O’ and ‘V’ are not used.

The first half of the postcode (i.e. the characters before the space
separator) is known as the ‘Outward code’ and the second half is
referred to as the ‘Inward code’.



Post Office Publicity - Bookmark

This Post Office bookmark probably dates from the early 1970s and
reminds users that Postcodes form part of your address.
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THIS BOOK-MARK
COMES TO YOU WITH
THE COMPLIMENTS

OF THE
POST OFFICE

IT IS A REMINDER THAT
POSTCODES
NOW FORM PART
OF YOUR ADDRESS

PUT YOUR

POSTCODE

ON YOUR
LETTER HEADS
WHEN YOU WRITE

USE
YOUR FRIENDS
POSTCODE
WHEN YOU ADDRESS
A LETTER OR
PARCEL TO THEM

Source: Unknown
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Postcode Publicity

Below are just a couple of examples from a vast array of publicity
material produced by Royal Mail to promote the use of the postcode.

CT161GS

Community Action Team

“Don’t get that sinking feeling- :?I::lr:‘::;ad,
CANTERBURY,
Use the Postcode!” Kot

Source: Owned examples



Non-Geographic Postcodes

Most postcodes apply to a geographic area but some are used
only for routing and cannot be used for navigation or distance-
finding. They are often used for direct marketing and PO boxes.
The following are examples of non-geographic postcodes that
have been assigned to newspapers:

E98 1TT — The Times

SW1W ODT — Daily Telegraph
E98 1ST — The Sunday Times
N1 9GU — The Guardian

E98 1SN — The Sun

ME4 4TT — The Telegraph

CE31 Recyclable {5

The Telearaph

If undelivered please return to: The Telegraph, Victory House, Meeting House Lane, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TT

ME4 4TT




